
Fact Sheet 1/4

Photo: Mike Bhana.

1

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Fact sheet 2 – Landing sharks with fins attached

Fact sheet 3 – Landing shark fins subject to a ratio

Fact sheet 4 – Requirements for returning sharks to the sea (Schedule 6) 

A copy of the regulations is available at: http://legislation.govt.nz

The content of this Fact Sheet is information only. The 
requirements are set out in the Fisheries (Commercial 
Fishing) Regulations 2001 and the Shark (Fin to 
Greenweight Ratios) Circular 2014. The Ministry for 
Primary Industries does not accept any responsibility 
or liability for any  error of fact or opinion, nor any 
consequences of any decision based on this information.  

Conservation and management of 
New Zealand sharks 

Over 113 species of sharks have been reported in New Zealand waters. Sharks are now known to be an 
important part of marine ecosystems and New Zealand’s National Plan of Action – Sharks (available at 
www.mpi.govt.nz) recognises this.  

SHARK FINNING BAN
From 1 October 2014, it is ILLEGAL TO REMOVE THE FINS 
FROM A SHARK AND DISCARD THE BODY OF THE SHARK 
AT SEA. The Fisheries (Commercial Fishing) Regulations 
2001 require that any shark fins landed must be naturally 
attached to the body of the shark (see fact sheet 2). 

The Regulations provide exceptions to the “fins attached” 
requirement for eight species of shark. These exceptions 
take two forms, the first is for blue shark and it allows the 
fins to be removed from the body but requires that the fins 
be attached to the trunk after processing (before landing). 
The second exception is for seven other QMS species, for 
which the fins may be landed separately but in accordance 
with a gazetted ratio (see fact sheet 3). 

The management of individual shark species depends on 
the scale of catch, as well as other factors such as how 
vulnerable they are to fishing. You are likely to come across 
the following categories – 

 • QUOTA MANAGEMENT SPECIES
 –Blue shark  BWS
 –Elephant fish ELE
 –Ghost shark  GSH
 –Mako shark  MAK
 –Pale ghost shark  GSP
 –Porbeagle shark  POS
 –Rig  SPO
 –School shark  SCH
 –Spiny dogfish  SPD

Nine species of shark are managed under the Quota 
Management System (QMS). Catches of these species 
must be retained like any other QMS species, unless 
they are listed on Schedule 6 of the Fisheries Act 1996. A 
separate fact sheet is available explaining the conditions 
under which Schedule 6 applies and providing information 
on the appropriate recording of Schedule 6 releases (see 
fact sheet 4).

 • NON-QUOTA SPECIES
The remainder of shark species are not managed under 
the QMS. Reporting obligations still apply for these 
species, but they do not have to be retained and landed.  

You are encouraged to use best practice handling methods 
to release sharks alive wherever possible.
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Note that you are not required to land any fins.

Approach Species

Fins naturally attached
Spiny dogfish 
All non-QMS species

SPD

Fins artificially 
attached
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School shark

ELE
GSH
MAK
GSP
POS
SPO
SCH



September 2014

 • PROTECTED SPECIES – catches of these species 
both in the EEZ and on the high seas cannot be 
retained by law, but all catches must be reported 
on the “non-fish protected species catch return”:
 –Basking shark  BSK
 –Great white shark (White pointer shark)  WPS
 –Oceanic whitetip shark  OWS
 –Deepwater nurse shark  ODO 
 –Whale shark  WSH

 • CITES-LISTED SPECIES NOT OTHERWISE 
PROTECTED:  
 –Porbeagle shark  POS
 –Smooth, scalloped and great  

hammerhead sharks HHS

Porbeagle and hammerhead sharks were recently 
listed in Appendix II of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species. Any landings from the 
high seas now require a “CITES introduction from 
the sea” permit before bringing any sharks into NZ 
fisheries waters. Exports of these sharks or their 
products now requires a “CITES export/re-export” 
permit. 

Note that sharks caught in the New Zealand EEZ but 
not exported are not subject to CITES regulation. The 
CITES documentation process is administered by the 
Department of Conservation. For more information 
see http://www.doc.govt.nz/cites

Conservation and management of 
New Zealand sharks 


